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Friday 12" September 2025

Welcome Back!

We are delighted to announce that our hard work in the
musical curriculum has led to us being awarded the
much coveted ‘Music Mark’ by The UK Association for
Music Education. This celebrates the achievements of
our pupils both inside and outside of school. Next

Friday will see us support Jeans4Genes Day- please read
the information later in the newsletter about how we

can support this great cause.
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are late, please visit the office to sign ! ol
pupils in- they must be accompanied by
an adult. The school day ends at 3.10 for Gragson S
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3.05. Please arrive and leave down the aictey
slope and not through the white gate by
the office. Children should not be dropped We h "
o=, off early and left unsupervised. ¢« e hope you have a
fantastic day!




This Week in Assembly

This week we have looked at the school’s values and ethos in assembly.

Our Core Values

Equality
Commitment
Learning
Enrichment
Responsibility
Compassion

Courage

How do you demonstrate these values?

Jeans4Genes Cake Sale

We are looking forward to hosting a cake sale for pupils on Jeans4Genes
Day- Friday 1qth September. We would welcome as many families to
donate some baked offerings for this wonderful cause- please can you

ensure that there are no nuts included. Cakes can be bought into school
from Thursday 18th September. Children will need to have a small amount

of cash if they would like to buy a cake that day, along with a £2 cash
donation for their non-uniform. Thank you for your support of this cause.

PE Days & Wearing Jewellery

All jewellery needs to be removed for PE. Taping is not allowed under the
Essex County Council Health & Safety Policy. If children can remove their
earrings, we can put them in a small envelope to take home. If pupils
cannot take their earrings out, they sadly will have to sit out of PE- School
staff are not allowed to do this for the children. If your child has their ears
pierced during term time, they will be unable to participate in PE lessons or
Sports Events until they can remove their earrings safely. The following
schedule has been confirmed for each classes PE lessons:
Monday- Years 1, 2, 3, 4 & 5.

Tuesday- Years 1 & 2
Wednesday- Years R & 6
Thursday- Years 5 & 6
Friday- Years 3 & 4
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Dates for the Diary

Tuesday 16™ September

Flu Immunisations

Friday 19™ September

Jeans4Genes Day (Non-uniform) & Cake Sale

Friday 26™ September

Harvest Assemblies- KS1- 9am & KS2-10am

Tuesday 30™ September

Year 6 Cyber Safety Workshop

Wednesday 1** October

Black History Month

Wednesday 1** October

EYFS Coffee Morning (9.10am)

Thursday 2nd October

Year 4 Mayan Day

Friday 3™ October

Inset Day

Tuesday 7* October

Year 6 Trip to Layer Marney

Tues 21 Thurs 23" October

Parents Evenings

Wednesday 22" October

Year 2 Great Fire of London Experience

Thursday 23" October

Individual Photos

Monday 3rd November

Pupils return after half term

Wednesday 5" November

Bonfire Lunch

Thursday 6™ November

EYFS Open Afternoon (1-2.45)

Tuesday 11™ November

Remembrance

Thursday 13* November

EYFS Open Afternoon (1-2.45)

Friday 14™ November

Children In Need (Non-uniform)

Monday 18" November

Enterprise Week

Thursday 20th November

EYFS Open Afternoon (1-2.45) & Parent Drop Ins (3.15-4)

Friday 28™ November

Christmas Art Day

Wed 3 & Thurs 4™ December

Panto @ Civic Theatre

Monday 8* December

Nativity Week

Wednesday 10" December

Christmas Lunch Day

Thursday 18™ December

Class Christmas Party

Friday 19" December

Last Day of Term- Non-uniform

2025/26 Dates

Friday 3rd October

Inset Day

Monday 27t October - Friday 31°* October

AUTUMN HALF TERM

Friday 19" December

Last Day of Autumn Term 2025/26

Monday 22nd December - Friday 2nd January

CHRISTMAS HOLIDAY

Monday 5* January 2026

First Day of Spring Term 2025/26

Monday 16th February - Friday 20th February 2026

SPRING HALF TERM

Friday 27t March 2026

Last Day of Spring Term 2025/26

Monday 30* March - Friday 10t April 2026

EASTER HOLIDAY

Monday 4t May 2026

May Bank Holiday

Friday 22nd May 2026

Inset Day

Monday 25* — Friday 29t May 2026

SUMMER HALF TERM

Friday 17t July 2026

Last Day of Summer Term 2025/26
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AROUND THE CLASSES

CLASS R

Class R have had a wonderful start to their school journey this week! The children
have come into school with big smiles and lots of enthusiasm, and it has been lovely
to see how quickly they are settling into their new routines. They have enjoyed
exploring the classroom with Miss Cook, making new friends, and joining in with a
wide range of fun activities. From story time to creative play, building, painting and
outdoor games, the children have shown great curiosity and confidence. Already, they
are beginning to learn how to share, take turns, and work together as part of a team.
It has been especially lovely to see the children supporting one another and
celebrating each other’s achievements. We are so proud of how well Class R have
adapted to their new environment, and we are excited to see all the learning, laughter
and new adventures that the year ahead will bring!

CLASS 1

Class 1 have settled well into their classroom routine and have enjoyed lots of exciting
learning opportunities. This week we began our new English topic based on the

book Handa’s Surprise. The story is about a girl named Handa who prepares a basket
of fruit for her friend Akeyo, but along the way some cheeky animals take the fruit.
When she finally arrives, the friends discover a wonderful surprise together! The
children have been sequencing the story, retelling it to their friends, and using their
senses to describe the fruit with a range of adjectives. In Maths, they are continuing
their learning from Reception by sorting different objects, finding ways to count, and
counting carefully from larger groups of objects. They have used a range of resources
to show they understand how to sort and count. In Science, we have been learning
about the human body and labelling different body parts.
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CLASS 2

Class 2 have started the year in fine form! We have already been exploring our topic
of Time Travellers- looking at the Great Fire of London in great detail. We have
looked at the clothing and equipment that firefighters had at their disposal in 1666,
and compared it to what a modern firefighter would use. We all agreed that the
firefighters in 1666 must have been very brave, as they have a very difficult job!
Elsewhere we have started our writing topic of, ‘Whatever Next,” and also looked
carefully at what all living creatures need to live- water, air and food. We imagined
we were stuck a desert island, and wanted urgent supplies sent to us. As we as food
and water, we asked for items such as teddy bears, clothes, bedding and even our
electronic devices! Well done Year 2 to a superb start to the term!

AN UPDATE FROM THE GARDEN

Some of the Year 4 and Year 6 helped to harvest and sell the school grown produce in
the playground this week. Thank you to all who purchased the vegetables, it raised
£25 which will be reinvested into the garden. Well done for all your hard work.

PARKING REMINDERS!

Once again we urgently need your support in ensuring that children’s wellbeing is
protected at all times. There are still cars being parked on the zigzag lines outside
school which are making the area unsafe at pick up and drop off time. Please can
everyone assist in keeping these areas clear of traffic- while we appreciate it may be
quicker to park here, this could be at the expense of another person’s safety. The staff
park should not be entered or reversed into- there are reqularly people in this area.

Little Edi Foundation Harvest Festival Donations

This year our Harvest Festival donations will be shared with the Little Edi Foundation- they are a
non-profit organisation based in Essex who aim to support children and young people.

They have kindly asked for the following items in your donations:

Long Life Milk Teabags Coffee Squash Tinned Fruit
Rice Pudding Ketchup Tinned Tomatoes Baked Beans Pasta

Rice Tinned Peas Tinned Spaghetti Tuna Tinned Carrots
Spaghetti Sweetcorn Tinned Potatoes Pasta Sauce  Rice Krispies

Biscuits Jam Soup Corned Beef Tinned Ham
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SCHOOL ELUBS
AT PURLEIGH

DANCE-YRS1-6 MULTISKILLS - YR 1-3
MONDAY BEFORE SCHOOL MONDAY AFTER SCHOOL

NETBALL - KS2 GYMNASTICS - KS2

TUESDAY AFTER SCHOOL WEDNESDAY AFTER SCHOOL

MULTISKILLS - KS2 FOOTBALL - KS1 & KS2
THURSDAY BEFORE SCHOOL THURSDAY AFTER SCHOOL

2] & B GYMNASTICS - KS1

2@ |  FRIDAY AFTER SCHOOL

.
&
For half termly costs and start/finish times, please visit our website.
f Book online: www.essexkidscamp.co.uk/activities

Email: info®essexkidscamp.co.uk
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