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Why do we need School Councils?

For many years, all the decisions about children
were made by adults.

This was thought to be best because adults are
older and have experience, training and
qualifications.

But adults didn’t always make the right decisions,
sometimes because they hadn't talked with the
children about the issue.

All the countries of the world got together and agreed
that children must be given rights. Plus, sometimes
their ideas are actually better than adults!

So the government decided that adults must listen
to children before making a decision about them.
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Article 12

Children have the right to say what they think should happen, when
adults are making decisions that affect them, and to have their
opinions taken into account.
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Article 13
Children have the right to get and to share information as long as
the information is not damaging to them or to others.

Article 15

Children have the right to meet together and to join groups and

organisations, as long as this does not stop other people from
* enjoying their rights.

UNICEF

For every child
Health, Education, Equality, Protection
» ADVANCE HUMANITY
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WHAT DoES A SCHoolL
COUNCILLOR DO?

School Councillors are elected by
the pupils in their class to:

- Go to School Council meetings onc‘

take part in discussions.

- Let the class know what was
discussed at meetings.

- Take the views of classmates to the
School Council.

- Be involved in projects that the
School Council runs.
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A Representative

Each student councillor represents
(speaks for) the children in their class.
There are fwe student councillors for
every class in the schoo| (and around 30
students in each class)

.» Hows many students are
' represeu&ed bv each student
:; councillor?
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Cevnciller?

A Spokespersen

With meore than 200 children in the school it
is difficult for the teachers to find out
what they all think and what their ideas are
for making school better for everyone. A

student councillor explains their classmates

ideas to the teachers.

A Leader and an Activist

Your classmates will alse lock to you to
help them make their idea (if it is accepted
by the school council) a reality.
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Ceuvnciller

Just like you! But there a few extra

kS
- things a student councillor has...
* ........OOOOO...O.......
* « 1. A Student Councillor badge (that they
g wear with pride at all times) .
* + 2. Anotebook and pencil (o take notes e
" : at meetings and to write down any 1
y ideas they or their classmates have) 1
I . 3. The minutes of the last meeting (which *
4 - - e
. they read for action points) B
: : 4. The agenda for the next meeting (so :
° they can think about what they wantto
d : Say) ©
: * 5. Awatch (so they can make sure they
N get to the meetings on time) )
» ° =
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*‘Commitment
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+ Consideration
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: : ' Le="" Caring and respeciful :
>  Commitedtoworking Fse., ' towards their classmates , #
o : hard for their classmates | ¢  and fellow councillors '
and representing their » 'y n Y
' ! e (even when they dont
- + class and their school to | ¢ % agree with them__)
* " the best of their ability e ! =
’
> b O e B
------------- -~ ‘
I O e Y o ’ b " ) A
5 Hot ~ i *« Confidence "
* 3 Cre'f‘t'V'ty ' 3 ‘o' ’,": Willing to speak up about 1 %
§ 1 HEIOQ QIEREICEnE . ¢ . ot i 1 + their ideas and the ideas }
4 about how e g Ll | of their classmates '
' improvements mig ’ e N aeb e
» ! be made : I ol 25 -
‘g ----------- - ’ "' v : ‘\‘
% pEsmsEEERsSsssss < ' *"Communication b
Y I u N
' 5
4 : CU”OS'W ' = x } Listening to the ideas ¢ x
: Wanting to find out what ' s and concerns of others
- s goes on in their school : ; : and understanding and * ¥
. ' and looking forwaysto ' « then talking to students *
x « Improve things - ' and staff about them.
- e e — st — L -
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TASK No thanks  I'll give it
bttt | Pt chairs out for a meeting. i -7 P B
52 Talk in front of my class.
03 Talk in front of a staff meeting.
04 Chair a meeting.

il 05 Prepare an agenda.
* @8 Take minutes and write them up.

07 Wirite a letter from the School Council.
08 Find a phone number or address.

09 Use a photocopier.
10 Look after School Council money.
11 Organise a fundraising event.
12 Write a questionnaire.

*

*
w
-

*
-
*
*

13 Explain to the youngest pupils about the Council.
14 Create a School Council website.

bl 15 Write an article for a newsletter.

* 14 Run an assembly about the School Council.
Ll 17 Look after the School Council noticeboard.
* 12 Design a poster about the School Council.

Ll 19 Co-ordinate School Council elections.

¥ 20 Train other members of the School Council.
¥ xx ¥ x ¥¥x 2 ¥y x 2% 4‘ ¥y ¥ "‘;;"4‘ ¥
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Studgnt Council
Notice Board

N OMINATIONS for
Student Council are OPEN

INSTRUCTIONS
Each candi d te must be nominated by another classmate. The candiate must put their name
down and the candidates classmate must his /her name in the next column

Nominations close on Friday September 9th

When noeminations open students who would like
to stand for election write their name on the
nomination sheet for their year.

Each candidate needs o be endorsed by a
classmate (‘endorsed’ means that +he classmate

thinks that the candidate would make a goed

student councillor).

The student whe endorses +he candidate will alse
indicate if they will be the candidate’s Campaign
Manager (More about that on the next page)

The nominations will be open for five days (Menday
to Friday). When the neminations close no—one

else can add their name to the nomination sheet.
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The official list of candidates for each year group is

Vote
# posted on the Student Council Notice Board.
N ALEX
+ When this happens the candidates begin their campaign for
> Year 6 el

with the help of their Campaign Manager.

*
»*
»
¥
-
¥
.
-
Student Councillor g
» Campaign means -I-alking to classmates about why the :
K
.
»
-
*
»

+ <andidate would be a goed Student Councillor and they I believe in a strong student voice!
» m'9h+ CJISO do 'H'\in9$ 'ike Pr‘OcIuce PO$+ers qnd 'ﬂyers If you vote for me I will reperesent Year 6 to the
best of my ability. I will work hard to bring your
. Cqmqugnj n9 w,” lqs-l- for 'ﬁve dqys (Mondqy -I-o Frjdqy) concerns and ideas to the attention of the Student
Council. Here are some of the things I would like
4 to do: -
After campaigning is over there are the Student
- - Campaign for a ‘Friends’ bench in the play-
+ Council Hustings. At the Hustings the candidates give a ground
- Shol"l' sPeech -l-o -H'\ejr c'qssmq-l—es QbO\A'l’ why -I-hey - Find out if we can have hall monitors during
break time
would be a good Student Councillor. .
* - Start our own student newspaper
4 >
w
»

Aﬂel" 'H'Ie HuS‘l'ings comes -H1e Vo+in9... Your school. Your voice. Vote ALEX
(i)
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STUDENT COUNCIL ELECTIONS VOTING Is BY SECQET BALLOT

Y6 Ballot Paper

-

—

o & and then they fold their ballot paper and put it in a ballot
box. Students can vote for up to TWO people they would

“ 0 GEMMA like +o be their Student Councillers.

g SADIE | ¥

When you have selected your candidates by marking a cross in the box
beside their name, fold your ballot paper and put it in the ballot box

t‘ti. »

*

Each student collects a ballot paper from the registration
A ALEX x desk and takes it to a voting booth to record their vote
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Once the new student council has been elected the student councillors then elect the Student Council i .
+  Officers. Student Council officers are drawn from the KS2 councillors (in years 3, 4, 5 & 6). There are : -
5 four main officer roles; Chairperson, Vice-Chairperson, Secretary and Treasurer. Being a Student
# 1 Councillor Officer means you have a few extra responsibilities. .
* B e e e e e ‘
» T'm the Chairperson. I lead the I'm the Vice-Chairpersen. I »
* Student Council and our meetings help the Chairpersen and v
» and I make sure everyone is aaiel Ha othe .
» invelved. I oversee dll of our Counciliore. Tadso 1oka -
" e projects and help the other over when the Chairpersen -
o Councillors wherever I can. is away. -
. >
+* I'm the Secretary. I take -
& nol (c;'_led mm:-:\sl Tl I'm the Treasurer. I ¥
n our me ‘nss an en YPe 'ook GF}'er gchoo, ¥
them up. I let people know Council's meney and
* when the meetings are and TR o: R
¥ rctnioun the Stdent < v
. , : financial situation.
" Council Netice Board. >
o
»
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3. Minutes taken
4. A Chairpersen

*

«

*

"

*

] To be successful meetings need..
* I. Rules

-

) 2. An agenda
>

«
*

S. A report back process

6. Actien planning

-
*
»
"..............O..
»
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The Chairperson is the leader of the

Student Council. It is their job to run

the meetings and to make sure...

e everyone follows the meeting rules

e everyone sticks to the agenda

e the meetings start and finish on time

e everyone gets to have their say

e everyone does the actions they &

have agreed to do

...and generally make sure that the
Student Council runs smoothly

The Chairperson will have their own
opinions but it is important that they
remember that everyone's views must
be taken into account

® & & 66 o o

What the
Chairperson says...

What Happens...

Open the meeting Coan we mare a

start?
Hothra the Remember the
Councillors of the meeting rules — keep
meeting rules it posr}ive
Follow the agenda 1 The first item on the
and move it on agenda is.
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. Jesslea flrst, thew
. Jenson and Alba.

Moderate the
discussion

Lead the voting * Shall we vete on this?

Recap the action "0 what we've

points Ea@reed to do Ls...
+ Thanks everyone,
Close the meeting  +hat's it for now, the
. next meeting is..
---------- - - -i - o owmowm
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% . A Student Council is a team , B
* » and at Student Council N
=)
* « Mmeetings the councillors work L
" ° together. .
. @
a & .
* . Student Councillors must focus e« x
: * on the issue, be respectful of : ¥
3 « One another and encourage j :
k=l
" . each other to speak. P
e
* ) 3
. ltis useful to have rules at & *
. » meetings and to make sure 1 :
: | , , : everyone knows what they are. °* »
» T."- ® @0 00 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 o
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lLgendas

An agenda is a list of what is being
discussed at the meeting. It should

also say where the meeting is and what

time it is starting and finishing.

The agenda should be given to
members a few days before the

meeting so that people can think about
the issues and talk to their class about

them.

The agenda is usually prepared by the

Chairperson and Secretary.

....0..0...0.....0...........................0..0...00..

- Healthy eating cancpaigy,
n Student SUN/ey on roggl safety

@ Purleigh Community ==
Primary School ®
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n Home for natuye 1), sehool gardepns
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- Outsige classypomn

After sehppl filwe elub

n Hall monitpyc at breale thmes
- aRe sale fundrpice,
e eeti

- "8 1 oth February o
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Minvtes

Minutes are notes of what decisions are
made at the meeting. They are written
by the Secretary and typed up after the
meeting. The minutes should be given to
all members, and to staff so that they
can find out what the School Council
has been doing. Minutes should be kept
together and brought to meetings in case
they’re needed. All members need to read
the minutes, so they can check if they
have promised to do anything. At the
start of every meeting, the Chairperson
will review the last set of minutes.

Purleigh Community

Primary School

AT T A R
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* After going to a meeting, Councillors need to tell -
» . their class what happened - this is called reporting  *
* =
* back. <
: « Reporting back is telling your classmates: - :
o * o What was discussed at the meeting o
: e What was decided y
* o o Whatis going to be done :
* : e What your classmates can do to help E
o Always have your own meeting notes, or the minutes :
o ; from the meeting with you, to help you remember. e
* ® & o ...O...OOO..
-
“
w
-
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Get better playground equipment facilitje:

wWhich are ‘actlon I \

pof,mfcs’ and which are
“‘Lslons’?
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The vision statements are still
important because they are all things

: we would like to do. But on theirown 3
% ¢ they look quite hard - where do you .
« o start? s
* § The way to do it is to take one vision §
* ¢ statement and turn it into action /
* : points so everyone has smaller, easier
* : jobs to do.
* o
+ ¢ You can use an action planning form
4« : tohelp you measure the tasks and :
+ + know who is doing them. :
« : Lets take the example of improving :
* & school meals. :
. :
. :
o : .
";444444¥!¥4¥;;444,\4!#4**44444
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PURLEIGH @ What would you like to achieve in your school?

-------------------------------‘
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Funds for 00000
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Student Council

Budget
The Student Council will
have a budget to manage.
Partly made up from student
contributions and partly
from money donated by
™ = m memm-- the school. ..

f Fund-raising...

Part of your fund-raising efforts will be +o add to
the Student Council Fund. The fund is there
for you to buy things that will make school life
beHer for your fellow students.

Part of your fund-raising efforts will be to raise
money for charity. The Student Council will be in

» -
MR E TR I B O

charge of non-uniform days when the school
supperts causes like ‘Children in Need’ and ‘Comic

Relief” What other causes you suppert will be up
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Class School  Purletgh Primary \\>/ %
- *
Ovr School Covneil A
: The officers of the Council are: Chair *
» Vice-Chair Secretary Treasurer *
* The names of the other members of the Council are: *
* *
- ) *
o The name of our link teacher is: MLss Harlow *
x We meet every at (time) in (place) *
* *
+ Vicion Statement *
: Our School Council is a group of people who: +
4 *
* > "
* ) *
* 3.
*

S L o I e I amamn Sl ***************
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Being a student counciller is both a privilege and a
respensibility — enjoy your time as a Student Councillor! I
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